
 

LEA Plan for Safe Return to In-Person Instruction and Continuity of Service 

Pursuant to the Federal American Rescue Plan Act, Section 2001(i) 

Introduction and Background 

As announced in the New Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE)’s April 28, 2021 broadcast, in March 2021 President Biden signed the Federal 
American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act, Public Law 117-2, into law. The ARP Act provides an additional $122 billion in Elementary and Secondary School 
Emergency Relief (ARP ESSER) to States and school districts to help safely reopen, sustain the safe operation of schools, and address the impacts of the 
COVID-19 pandemic on the nation’s students. As with the previous ESSER funds available under the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act, and the Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act (CRRSA), the purpose of the additional funding is to support 
local educational agencies (LEAs) in preparing for and responding to the impacts of COVID-19 on educators, students, and families. Additional 
information on ARP ESSER may be found in the NJDOE’s funding comparison fact sheet.  

Section 2001(i)(1) of the ARP Act requires each LEA that receives ARP ESSER funds to develop and make publicly available on the LEA’s website, no later 
than 30 days after receiving ARP ESSER funds, a plan for the safe return to in-person instruction and continuity of services for all schools (Safe Return 
Plan) A Safe Return Plan is required of all fund recipients, including those that have already returned to in-person instruction. Section 2001(i)(2) of the 
ARP Act further requires that the LEA seek public comment on the Safe Return Plan and take those comments into account in finalization of the Safe 
Return Plan. Under the interim final requirements published in Volume 86, No. 76 of the Federal Register by the U.S. Department of Education (USDE), 
an LEA must periodically, but no less frequently than every six months through September 30, 2023, review and, as appropriate, revise its Safe Return 
Plan.  

Pursuant to those requirements, LEAs must submit to the NJDOE and post on their website their Safe Return Plans by June 24, 2021. The NJDOE 
intends to make LEA ARP ESSER Fund applications available in EWEG on May 24, 2021 and LEAs will submit their Safe Return Plans to the NJDOE via 
EWEG. To assist LEAs with the development of their Safe Return Plans, the NJDOE is providing the following template. 

This template incorporates the federally-required components of the Safe Return Plan. The questions in the template below will be included in the LEA 
ARP ESSER Fund application in EWEG. LEAs will submit responses to the questions within the LEA ARP ESSER Fund application in EWEG by June 24, 2021.  
The NJDOE hopes that this template will allow LEAs to effectively plan for that submission and to easily post the information to their websites as 
required by the ARP Act. Note that on May 17, 2021, Governor Murphy announced that upon the conclusion of the 2020-2021 school year, portions of 
Executive Order 175 allowing remote learning will be rescinded, meaning that schools will be required to provide full-day, in-person instruction, as they 
were prior to the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency. The NJDOE and New Jersey Department of Health will share additional information regarding State 
requirements or guidance for health and safety protocols for the 2021-2022 school year as it becomes available.  

https://www.nj.gov/education/broadcasts/2021/april/AmericanRescuePlanESSERFunds.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/117/bills/hr1319/BILLS-117hr1319enr.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/esser/docs/ESSERFactSheet.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2021-04-22/pdf/2021-08359.pdf
https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562021/approved/20210517a.shtml


Template: LEA Plan for Safe Return to In-Person Instruction and Continuity of Services 

LEA Name: Knowlton Township School District 

Date: (06/17/2021 Date Revised (mm/dd/yyyy): 8/19/2021 

1. Maintaining Health and Safety 

For each mitigation strategy listed below (A–H), please describe how the LEA will maintain the health and safety of students, educators, and other 
staff and the extent to which it has adopted policies, and a description of any such policies, on each of the following safety recommendations 
established by the CDC.  

Funding may be used to support any of the safety measures below: 
A. Universal and correct wearing of masks: 

 

 Students and staff will be instructed on the proper wearing of masks and the appropriate types of masks. 

 Masking is required on School buses 

 The district has masks to enhance protection and can be distributed to staff and students as needed and if required by Executive 

Order, Statue or Code.  

 The district will follow the most current guidelines from the New Jersey Department of Health and CDC 

 

B. Physical distancing (e.g., including use of cohorts/podding) 

 

 All student desks will be arranged using the CDC calculation for appropriate social distancing as required by Executive Order, 

Statue, Code or NJDOH guidelines 

 Small group work areas will maintain appropriate distancing as required by Executive Order, Statue, Code or NJDOH 

 Classroom schedules will limit movement throughout the building and minimize tie spent in common areas 

 Signs will be placed throughout the building as reminders of social distancing  

 Areas such as hallways, common areas, multi-purpose room and outside areas will be marked with appropriate social distancing. 

 Students will exit vehicles independently and proceed to the staff member. Socially distanced waiting areas will be marked. 

 A staff member will monitor students during pick up time to assure social distancing and car loading. 



 Maximize physical distancing at lunch time or when masks are off. 

 The district will follow the most current guidelines from the New Jersey Department of Health and the CDC 

  

C. Handwashing and respiratory etiquette  

 

 Student schedules will incorporate hand washing times to include, as feasible, before eating, after being outside and bathroom 

breaks. Other times may be scheduled in as necessary, depending on classroom activities. 

 Signage and instruction for appropriate hand washing protocols will be provided to individual classrooms and posted throughout 

the school. 

 Appropriate hand washing protocols will be reviewed with all students by school nurse, health teacher and classroom teachers 

 Visual alerts regarding respiratory etiquette will include: 

   Reminders to cover your mouth and nose when coughing or sneezing. 

   Disposal in the nearest waste receptacle. Waste receptacle will be easily located in hallways and classrooms 

   Hand washing reminders posted throughout the school 

 The district has a stock of hand sanitizer to enhance protection and it can be distributed to staff and students as needed. 

 Hand sanitizer will be available in all classrooms as well as wall mounted dispensers throughout the hallways.  Free standing 

stations will be located at the main and side entrances and the playground area.  

 Antibacterial wet wipes will be available for students in every classroom 

 Clear and visible signs indicating social distancing, hygiene practices and traffic flow will be visible through the school building 

placed at height appropriate levels. 

 The district will follow the most current guidelines from the New Jersey Department of Health 

 

D. Cleaning and maintaining healthy facilities, including improving ventilation 

 

 Custodial staff scheduling will be coordinated so that the increased cleaning procedures are covered daily 

 Bathrooms will be cleaned and disinfected on a daily schedule consistent with protocols outlined by the Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) 

 Common touchpoints (doorknobs, light switches, countertops, handrails) will be cleaned throughout the day, with minimal 

touching of doorknobs and other common surfaces encouraged as required by Executive Order, Statue or Code. 

 Staff will have access to appropriate disinfectant to use, as necessary. 



 Water fountains will be inaccessible. Student will be encouraged to bring their own water bottle.  The Water Filling Stations will 

be available. 

 Classrooms will be provided approved and appropriate cleaning products for intermittent cleaning of commonly touched areas 

 Classrooms will be cleaned and sanitized with approved disinfectant each night and the Karcher misting system. Desks and 

chairs, counters and other surfaces will be cleaned each night with deep cleaning of all areas taking place once a week when 

students and staff are not in the building. 

 All air circulation and ventilation systems will be checked to ensure proper functioning 

 Air filters are changed every six months or less using the recommended MERV 

 The HVAC units are equipped with exhaust fans with a fresh air intake 

 Windows and classroom doors will be open as often as possible 

 The most current guidelines from the New Jersey Department of Health will be followed 

 

E. Contact tracing in combination with isolation and quarantine, in collaboration with the State, local, territorial, or Tribal health departments 

 

 All appropriate personnel will be provided with information regarding the role of the contact tracing in keeping school 

communities safe. 

 Knowlton Township School District will collaborate with the local health department and engage our school nurse and 

administration to educate the broader community on the importance of contract tracing. 

 Isolation and quarantine times are determined by the most current CDC and/or New Jersey of Health guidelines 

 The most current guidelines from the New Jersey Department of Health will be followed 

 In-school contact tracing mechanisms and seating charts will continue to be necessary. Per CDC guidelines, contact tracing radius 

in the classroom is reduced to 3 feet if the students are masked. If an individual is unmasked, the radius is 6 feet. 

o Symptomatic people are excluded for 10 days unless they have a negative test, whether vaccinated or not. 

o Quarantine period for exposed individuals is based on current conditions and NJDH guidance.  

o Vaccinated persons who do not have symptoms do not have to quarantine. 

 A vaccinated person who does not have symptoms does not have to quarantine. 

 

F. Diagnostic and screening testing 

 

 Daily symptom screening will continue for staff and students. 

 Diagnostic testing for COVID-19 for students will not be completed on site. 



 Testing for unvaccinated personnel will be completed on site. 

 Symptom screening and recommendations for testing will be handled by the school nurse. 

 Symptomatic individuals who are not students will be denied access into the building. 

 Anyone who has tested positive for COVID may not return to school until they are cleared by a physician and have quarantined 

the appropriate amount of tie as per the guidelines of the New Jersey Department of Health. 

 The most current guidelines from the New Jersey Department of Health will be followed. 

 

 

G. Efforts to provide vaccinations to educators, other staff, and students, if eligible 

 

 Every effort will be made to provide resources, time and information to educators and families regarding the vaccine. 

 The most current guidelines from the New Jersey Department of Health will be followed 

 

 

H. Appropriate accommodations for children with disabilities with respect to the health and safety policies 

 

 Routines and supports are in place to assist students with hand washing and the use of hand sanitizers 

 Direct instruction in social distancing and personal hygiene and wellness is provided daily 

 Social Stories regarding health and safety policies are presented to students 

 Adult and peer modeling of mask wearing, social distancing and hygiene as appropriate 

 Positive reinforces (i.e. praise, behavior charts, parent contact) 

 Classrooms will be provided with at least one tabletop Plexiglas shield to provide for one on one instruction and/or necessary 

conversations with students. 

 The most current guidelines from the New Jersey Department of Health will be followed 



2. Ensuring Continuity of Services 
A. Describe how the LEA will ensure continuity of services, including but not limited to services to address students’ academic needs and students’ and 
staff’s social, emotional, mental health, and other needs, which may include student health and food services. (1000 character limit) 
  
 
The Knowlton Township School District will take the following steps to ensure a continuity of service: 
 

 Assess students’ academic needs to provide instructional materials to address both students in need of intervention and students in 
need of enrichment. Assessments will be standardized using research based assessments, benchmarks for grade level standards, 
classroom formative assessments and instructional summative assessments.  Based on these assessments, funding will be used for 
additional instructional programs, materials and/or staffing will be provided as determined by need.  

 

 Address students and staff social, emotional and mental health needs through appropriate mental health services such as on-site 
guidance counselor and social worker, research based SEL program and professional development for staff. In addition, resources 
will be provided to any member of the school community in need of services, including health or food services.  Funding will be used 
for these purposes as well. 

3. Public Comment  

A. Describe how the LEA sought public comment on its plan, and how it took those public comment into account in the development of its plan.  
Note, the ARP requires that LEAs seek public comment for each 60-day revision to the plan. (1000 character limit) 
 
The Knowlton Township Elementary School will post this plan to our website once approved by the Knowlton Township Board of Education. The BOE will 
accept public comment on the plan, review, discuss and make changes as necessary. 
 
 
B. Describe how the LEA ensured that the plan is in an understandable and uniform format; is to the extent practicable written in a language that 
parents can understand or, if not practicable to provide written translations to a parent with limited English proficiency, will be orally translated for 
such a parent; and upon request by a parent who is an individual with a disability as defined by the ADA, will be provided in an alternative format 
accessible to that parent. (1000 character limit) 
 
 
This plan is designed to be user friendly and accurately describe, in plain language, the measures that will be taken for safe reopening in September of 
2021. Many of these practices have been in place since September of 2020, when the district re-opened for in-person learning. Translations can be made 



available in any language using Google Translate and an individual with a disability can be provided with appropriate accommodations such as read-
aloud technology, large print, etc. 


